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Voters look to moral issues

Religious leanings draw
many to cast votes for
Tom Coburn and
President Bush.

By KeLy Kurt
Associated Press

OKLAHOMA CITY — Republican
Tom Coburn rode President Bush’s
coattails to a Senate victory Tues-
day, aided by a heavy contingent of
evangelical Christian voters, an As-
sociated Press exit poll shows.

Bush, meanwhile, easily swept
the state, convincing Oklahoma vot-
ers only he can be trusted to fight
terrorism.

Voters also pointed to Bush’s
stance on moral issues in choosing
him over Sen. John Kerry.

Democratic Senate candidate
Brad Carson had attempted to sway
Bush supporters by running largely
as a conservative, but his foes
countered by saying a vote for him
was a vote against Bush. Nearly
eight out of 10 Bush backers chose
Coburn.

After a barrage of attack ads
aired on behalf of both Senate can-
didates, a quarter of voters called
both Coburn and Carson too ex-
treme. But even those voters tend-
ed to favor the Republican, accord-
ing to the poll of 1,114 Oklahoma
voters.

The poll was conducted for AP
and television networks by Edison
Media Research and Mitofsky Inter-
national. Its results were subject to
sampling error of plus or minus 4
percentage points, higher for sub-
groups.

Bush’s supporters were
most likely to cite
moral values as the top
issue affecting their
decision. They saw his
religious faith, strong
leadership and clear
stance on issues as his
most important
qualities.

Coburn won two-thirds of white
evangelical and born-again Chris-
tians, a group that accounted for
four out of 10 voters.

Bush’s supporters were most like-
ly to cite moral values as the top
issue affecting their decision. They
saw his religious faith, strong lead-
ership and clear stance on issues
as his most important qualities.

The threat of terrorism loomed
large in voters’ minds, and more
than half said they trusted only
Bush to handle terrorism. Six out
of 10 said the country is safer from
terrorists than four years ago.

“I feel he will keep us safe, and
that’s my main issue,” said 54-year-
old Jim Jacobs, after marking his
ballot for Bush at Witcher Baptist
Church in north Oklahoma City. “I
have a daughter in New York City
who will probably cancel out my
vote, but what the heck.”

At the same precinct, Dennis
Smith, 45, also voted for Bush, cit-
ing his stance on the war.

About 60 percent of Oklahoma
voters approved of the decision to
go to war in Iraq and most of them
picked Bush. Nearly two-thirds of
voters approved of the president’s
handling of his job overall.

“He’s doing all right,” Smith said.
“Nobody knew what they were in
for. I don’t agree with everything
he has done. He hasn’t been the
greatest, but he’s been good.”

Carson beat Coburn among liber-
als and moderates and the 25 per-
cent of voters who find themselves
worse off financially than four years
ago.

William Samples, 47, a registered
Republican in Tulsa, said he chose
Carson because he found Coburn’s
comments about “rampant lesbian-
ism” in southeastern Oklahoma bi-
zarre.

“I can’t believe he’d say that,”
Samples said.

But Coburn easily captured the
40 percent of voters who call them-
selves conservative and won among
voters whose incomes stayed the
same or improved. He also won
nine out of 10 Republicans and
nearly 20 percent of Democrats.

“I wasn’t real happy with the Sen-
ate race,” said Joy Howl, a 66-year-
old voter in Oklahoma City, “so I
voted straight Republican.”

Carson supporters were more
likely to oppose a state question for
a constitutional ban on gay mar-
riage.

The amendment defining mar-
riage as between a man and a
woman passed with overwhelming
support from voters of all ages, in-
comes and party affiliations.
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Ragan Thompson cheers as election returns are announced Tuesday during a
party sponsored by the Republican National Committee at the Ronald Reagan
Building and International Trade Center in Washington, D.C.
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