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Endangerment alleged

A Chelsea woman has been arrested for
reportedly keeping her four children in a resi-
dence that reeked of sewage and was infested

with cockroaches.
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chools’” reconfiguration plan is outlined

Tulsa Public Schools officials announce proposed
changes to TSST and two feeder schools at a forum.

By ANDReA EGER
World Staff Writer

Tulsa Public Schools officials out-
lined their plan Tuesday to change
the grade configurations at the Tulsa
High School for Science and Technol-
ogy and two of its feeder schools.

Chief Academic Officer Mary Guinn
spoke to parents and other residents
at an evening meeting and offered the
following details of her plan:

» TSST would adopt a small-school

model and serve students in the 10th
through 12th grades.

» Monroe Middle School would be-
come a ninth-grade center for stu-
dents who would feed into TSST.

» Gilcrease would retain the sixth
grade and take on the seventh and
eighth grades from Monroe.

“We want to have schools that have
students in them at both Gilcrease
and Monroe,” Guinn said.

“We began to look at ways that we

could keep our schools open.”

Guinn said TPS is required by law
to restructure the schools and also
must submit a plan for improvement
in the district to the Oklahoma De-
partment of Education by March 22.

“I'm not just asking you — I'm beg-
ging you to be a part of the planning
process,” Guinn told the 100 or so
people in attendance at Monroe, 2010
E. 48th St. North.

Several speakers questioned the
need to reconfigure the schools’
grades.

“K through 12 could occupy the
same building if we had quality edu-
cation,” said Darryl Bright, president

of a watchdog group called Citizens
United for a Better Education System,
or CUBES.

“This business of sixth grade needs
to be here and ninth grade needs to
be here — it has nothing to do with
quality education.”

Another parent echoed Bright’s
comment.

“Moving bodies around doesn’t
solve the problem,” she said.

Dreama Taft, the student body pres-
ident at Monroe, asked that her
school’s curriculum, which has been
in place for only two years, be given
a chance.

“I'm not saying that the (proposed)

program isn’t going to work. I'm say-
ing that there’s too many programs
coming in and we aren’t computers —
we can’t process all of these pro-
grams,” Taft said.

Angela Dinkins, the mother of four
TPS students, suggested that Monroe
would be closed and renamed as a
quick fix for its five-year designation
to the state’s School Improvement
List.

“Don’t do it and tell us you're doing
something else,” she said.

Dinkins and other speakers asked
why the district waited so long to
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Paying their dues

By GINNIE GRAHAM
World Staff Writer

Gloria Rubio is proud of paying
taxes and was among the first to
have her forms mailed to the In-
ternal Revenue Service this year.

She speaks to other Spanish-
speaking people about the impor-
tance of paying taxes, even if they

They say they want to prove that they are in the
United States with the best of intentions.

are living here illegally.

Rubio understands their fear of
immigration authorities and other
government agencies.

She and her husband have over-
stayed their visas and are now liv-
ing and working in the United
States as illegal immigrants.

“I believe if the government sees
us here — even though we are il-
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Gloria Rubio and her family came to the United States from Mexico on a tourist visa in 2001. Her youngest daughter, Gloria Leticia, 3, was born in
Tulsa. Rubio has taken advantage of the Intercultural Tax Service program offered by the Community Action Project of Tulsa County.

Illegal immigrants pay taxes

A. CUERVO / Tulsa World

legal — paying our taxes, obeying
the laws and doing what we need
to do to pay taxes, that it will help
us,” Rubio said in Spanish.

“As an illegal alien, this is very
important for me because it is the
right thing to do. By doing this, I
hope people will see that we are
upstanding citizens in this city,”
she said.

“We’re really honest and trying
to do what is right.”
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Intercultural Tax Service

What: Offered by the Com-
munity Action Project of Tulsa
County

When: 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Tuesday and Saturday; noon to
7 p.m. Wednesday, Thursday
and Friday

Where: Next to St. Francis
Xavier Church at 2532 E. Admi-
ral Blvd.

How much: Free

State general fund
revenue collections

Compared  Compared
Amount with with

(in millions)  last year estimate

March $336.4  +15.9% +11.5%
April $526.0 +6.8%  +3.7%
May $324.5 +3.3%  +4.2%
June $425.5 -02%  +2.4%
July '04*  $359.7 +4.8%  +8.7%
Aug. $378.3 +32%  +5.5%
Sept. $477.5 +8.9% +13.4%
Oct. $398.6 +5.6% +11.6%
Nov. $358.9 +6.9%  +9.7%
Dec. $439.7 +14.9% +20.6%
Jan.'05  $489.0 -0.3%  +7.1%
Feb. $290.2 +11.0% +16.6%

* Start of fiscal year

SOURCE: Office of State Finance Tulsa World

State tax revenues continue to rise

Collections are $238.1 million above expectations
so far this year, the state finance director says.

By Marie PricE
World Capitol Bureau

OKLAHOMA CITY — General reve-
nue collections for February totaled
$290.2 million, which is $28.8 million
or 11 percent above the same month
last year and $41.2 million or 16.6 per-
cent above the official estimate, state
finance officials said Tuesday.

State Finance Director Scott Mea-
cham said collections remain strong in
key tax sectors, including individual
income tax, natural-gas gross produc-
tion taxes and sales taxes.

reach city editor Wayne Greene at:

February is typically the state’s
worst month for individual income tax
collections because of the large num-
ber of refunds, he said.

For the year to date, Meacham said,
collections are $238.1 million above
the estimate.

Year-to-date revenues also are
$189.8 million or 6.3 percent above
the same period last year.

“This indicates the strong likelihood
of there being excess surplus revenue
after we make the maximum deposit
to the ‘rainy day fund,”” Meacham
said.

e news@tulsaworld.com p 581-8326

He noted that the state Equalization
Board was told last month that the
state would have about $187.3 million
in excess revenue.

“We actually believe this may con-
tinue to grow and possibly reach $200
million by year’s end,” Meacham said.

The $200 million would be in addi-
tion to a rainy day fund that has
reached the maximum allowed by law,
which is $461.3 million this year.

The state’s emergency reserve fund
has a current balance of $217.5 mil-
lion, leaving room for a deposit of
$243.8 million.

Gov. Brad Henry wants to use the
$200 million to give taxpayers income
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Child is
among
3 crash
victims

By RHeTT MorcaN
World Staff Writer

INOLA — Rain played a role in a
three-vehicle crash Tuesday that killed
three people, including a child, Police
Chief Les Wilmot said.

A young girl and two women who
were believed to be in their 20s died
in the crash, which happened about 2
p.m. on Oklahoma 88 just north of In-
ola, Wilmot said.

Their names and hometowns
weren’t released pending notification
of relatives, Wilmot said.

The three were in a Hyundai whose
driver was attempting to make a left
turn when it was struck by a Chevro-
let pickup that skidded when it tried
to avoid the impact, the police chief
said.

The pickup pushed the Hyundai in-
to the southbound lane of Oklahoma
88, where it was struck by a 2-ton de-
livery truck, which pushed the car
about 150 feet, Wilmot said.

The delivery truck reportedly ended
up in a ditch, and the Hyundai came
to rest on a guard rail.

“It got knocked in front of him, and
he didn’t even have time to hit his
brakes,” Wilmot said of the delivery
truck’s driver.

“He’s driving down the road in the
middle of a rainstorm and all of a
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Lobbyist
suggested
to protect
air base

By BRIAN BARBER
World Staff Writer

Hiring a lobbyist could help protect
the local Air National Guard base dur-
ing the federal base-reduction process,
the City Council was told Tuesday.

“The best thing to do would be to
have someone on the ground in
Washington, D.C., who knows what’s
going on and can look out for the
Tulsa base,” said Ron Turner, a re-
tired brigadier general with the Air
National Guard.

Councilors made no decisions and
planned to continue the discussion at
next week’s committee meetings.

The Department of Defense’s Base
Realignment and Closure process be-
gins this week to trim about 25 per-
cent of the military bases and installa-
tions throughout the United States.

Along with the state’s five active-
duty military installations, Guard facili-
ties in Tulsa, Oklahoma City and at
Camp Gruber near Muskogee are
large enough to be at risk in the pro-
cess.

“If it comes down to keeping the
military installations in the state open,
the Air National Guard bases could be
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