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Split decision
Wal-Mart eludes a big-box ban
by splitting a store in two.
Please go to E-3
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Covering th

By RusseLL Ray
World Staff Writer

HE 100-YEAR history of
the Tulsa World is indeli-
bly linked to oil.

The World began pub-
lishing just two months before
Robert F. Galbreath and Frank
Chesley discovered oil on Robert
and Ida Glenn’s farm south of Tul-
sa on Nov. 22, 1905. The Glenn
Pool Oil Field created a city of oil
industry giants, and the fledgling
newspaper seized the opportunity,
becoming the leading source of oil
industry news for many years.

“I could make a local phone call
and find out what was going on
anywhere in the world,” said for-
mer World Oil Editor Riley Wil-
son. “We had a full page of oil
news every day and two pages ev-
ery Sunday.”

The newspaper’s oil editors and
reporters traveled the world, cov-
ering every major oil find and
event.

From the discovery and produc-
tion of Alaska’s Prudhoe Bay,
North America’s largest oil field,
to the construction of refineries in
the Caribbean, the Tulsa World
witnessed and documented the as-
cension of the worldwide petro-
leum industry.

“The freedom we had is just un-
heard of now,” said Wilson, the
World’s oil editor from 1956 to
1984.

He recalled the harsh arctic con-
ditions that drillers faced in devel-
oping Prudhoe Bay during one of
several visits he made to Alaska’s
North Slope.

“It was 51 degrees below zero
on the rig floor,” Wilson said.

The World also covered the dril-
ling of the world’s deepest com-
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Editor’s note: During the cele-
bration of its first 100 years, the
Tulsa World is looking back at
the way the newspaper has dealt

with key issues.

mercial oil well near Elk City in
western Oklahoma in April 1974.
“It started producing molten sul-
fur,” Wilson said. “That’s what
Hell is made of.”
When the bit hit 31,441 feet, the
sulfur gushed into the well bore.

The Riley Wilson
School of Journalism

Wilson won the respect of his
reporters and the companies he
covered because of his commit-
ment to clarity, accuracy and the
truth.

“He was working for the readers
of the paper, and he was deter-
mined to give them just the facts,
ma’am,” said G. Alan Petzet, who
served 13 years as assistant oil ed-
itor.

Wilson was known for filtering
out the fluff and spin in company
press releases and scolding press
agents for trying to pass it off as
news. The act of handing a press
release to Wilson led to high anxi-
ety for some press agents.

“They probably tried to get their
constitution together before get-
ting in front of Riley,” Petzet said.
“He would take a look and tell
them what he thought right on
the spot.”

Mike Jones began covering the
oil industry for the Tulsa World in
1971. He now serves as associate
editor of the World’s Opinion sec-
tion.

“The highlight of my day was to
watch Riley chew out a PR guy,”
Jones said.

The Tulsa World regularly
broke national and international
stories on energy exploration and
development.

“We really covered the world,”
said Petzet, who now serves as
chief exploration editor for the Oil
& Gas Journal. “The paper sent
me to Venezuela, which is the
founding member of OPEC. We
covered pipelines, refineries, explo-
ration — just about anything.”

The Tulsa World built its reputa-
tion on its oil coverage, said Larry
Nation, former state editor and oil
reporter for the newspaper.

“It was a lifestyle, not a job,”
Nation said. “The news for the in-
dustry was generated out of Tulsa.
We were sitting at the vortex of
this industry.”

For years, the newspaper pub-
lished a daily drilling report. It
was the bible for oil executives,
who based their decisions on what
they saw in print. But the report
was the bane of the World’s oil re-
porters and editors. It was a te-
dious, labor-intensive task that re-
quired staffers to track the
progress of every well being
drilled in the state.
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Within months of the discovery of oil in 1905, the Glenn Pool Oil Field shown here was producing more oil than the entire state of Texas. The field contained 1,678 producing wells at one time.

Tulsa World reported in depth on ascension of vital industry

Under the leadership of former Oil Editor Riley Wilson, the Tulsa World
broke national and international stories on energy.
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Owners James
and Jennifer
Cooper stand in
a garlic crop on
their Nuyaka
Natural Farm in
Bristow. The
Coopers use a
system of
community
supported
agriculture,
where consumers
invest in
advance in a
season’s worth
of farming and
are repaid with
produce rather
than dividends.
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Tulsa World
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Specialty-crop farms
sprouting in area

By AnceL Riges
World Staff Writer

HEN TWO TULSA couples
began a career in farming,
they faced a crop of chal-

lenges.

They had the land, drive and an
open market, but a drought of capital
held them back. Looking for seed
money, the couples borrowed a farm-
ing concept popular on the nation’s
coasts — they took their start-up oper-
ations public.

Nuyaka Natural Farm in Bristow
and Three Springs Farm in Tulsa both
allow customers to purchase “shares”
of seasonal produce.

f 581-8353 w www.tulsaworld.com

Customers pay a few hundred dol-
lars in early spring, and the farmers
use the money to buy supplies. The
dividend comes later in the form of
fresh Oklahoma produce being deliv-
ered weekly for five months — every-
thing from okra and potatoes to pep-
pers and salad mix.

“It allows us to draw up-front capital
to begin the season with,” said James
Cooper, who co-owns Nuyaka Natural
Farm with his wife, Jennifer.

Called community-supported agricul-
ture, the concept sprouted 20 years
ago in response to a growing interest
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