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Sex oftenders to get boot

New park to make Town West-area motels off limits

By Davip ScHuLTE
World Staff Writer

SAPULPA — Police soon will notify
dozens of registered sex offenders that
they must move from a cluster of motels
near the Town West shopping center.

The City Council approved a $10,000
contract Monday night to buy about half
an acre from the owner of Cherokee
Hose & Supply Co., 5240 W. Skelly Drive,

for a city park.

The property sits northeast of the mo-
tels, which have served as a safe haven
for sex offenders, who are required by
state law to live outside a 2,000-foot radi-
us of schools, parks, playgrounds and

child-care facilities.

With the creation of the new park, the
motels will be within that zone.

In an interview before Monday’s City
Council meeting, Police Capt. Mike Haef-
ner said about 60 registered sex offend-
ers live in motels near the shopping cen-

ter.

According to the Sapulpa Police De-
partment’s Sex Offender Registry, those
motels include Interstate Inn Express,
5554 S. 48th West Ave.; Rest Inn, 5508 W.
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Skelly Drive; Gateway Motel Hotel, 5600
W. Skelly Drive; and American Value Inn,
5125 W. Skelly Drive.

City Attorney David Widdoes was
asked during the meeting whether the
sex offenders who already live in the mo-
tels would have to move, because they
were living there before the land was pur-

chased for a park.

tels.

erty for the park.

Widdoes replied that he believes that
state law does not consider motels to be a
permanent place of residency.

“You cannot have residency in motel
rooms,” he told the council.

City Manager Tom DeArman was
asked how soon registered sex offenders
would be expected to move from the mo-

“As soon as the park is operating, they
will be notified to vacate,” he said, adding
that the park should be open by Nov. 1.

Haefner said the Police Department
has been working with the Tulsa County
District Attorney’s Office about what
steps to take once the city acquires prop-

The motels are in Tulsa County.
“How quickly we will move will depend

upon the input and guidance from the

District Attorney’s Office,” Haefner said.
He said registered sex offenders living

in the motels most likely would have 45 to

60 days to move after receiving a certified
letter from the District Attorney’s Office.

“We understand that these people need
to find a place that is reasonable and with-
in the law,” Haefner said.

Not everyone believes that the sex of-

fender law is reasonable.

Michael Chase, a registered sex of-
fender who lives at Interstate Inn, said
lawsuits need to be filed to challenge
Oklahoma laws that severely limit where
sex offenders can live.

Chase, who was convicted of indecent
exposure, said in a recent interview:

“That’s straight up persecution. The only

hell.”

reason they are building a park is to drive
sex offenders from this area.

“If they let something like this go, they
are basically telling us to go straight to

David Schulte 665-8093

david.schulte@tulsaworld.com

Immigration is focus of forum

With a new state
law on illegal immi-
gration looming, pan-
elists weigh its effects.

By ALTHEA PETERSON
World Staff Writer

With less than two months
until Oklahoma’s new immi-
gration law takes effect, four
panelists tried to answer ques-
tions Monday night about the
past and future of illegal immi-
gration in the United States.

House Bill 1804 is set to
take effect Nov. 1. Among oth-
er things, it will end most pub-
lic assistance for illegal immi-
grants, authorize state and
local law enforcement officials
to enforce federal immigration
law, penalize employers for
knowingly hiring illegal immi-
grants, and penalize anyone
who knowingly transports or
harbors illegal immigrants.

About 100 people attended
Monday’s panel discussion, ti-
tled “Is America Still a Melting

Pot?” Held at All Souls Unitari-
an Church, it was sponsored
by the League of Women Vot-
ers of Metropolitan Tulsa, the
Oklahoma Conference for
Community and Justice, and
the Tulsa Metropolitan Minis-
try.

As an attorney who special-
izes in immigration law and a
recently naturalized U.S. citi-
zen from England, panelist
Campbell Cooke said he is nei-
ther for nor against HB 1804.
However, he understands how
it affects others, he said.

“I have employers coming
to me saying they can’t find
workers because we have a la-
bor force fleeing Oklahoma
and moving to New Mexico,
Missouri or Canada,” Cooke
said.

“We have an ever-diminish-
ing pool of talented workers,
so companies will either close
or move offshore.”

Panelist Elizabeth McCor-
mick, a University of Tulsa as-
sociate professor of law, said
that although much of the ille-

gal immigration is being at-
tributed to Hispanic people,
history shows that this was
not always the case in the
United States.

Italian, French and Chinese
immigrants are among those
targeted in the past, she said.

“I'm not in favor of illegal
immigration, and I think we
need a solution,” McCormick
said. “It’s about recognizing
that this is a problem that will
not go away if we don’t change
and don’t address it.”

Panelist Maria Palacios,
vice chairwoman of the Tulsa
Hispanic Chamber of Com-
merce, said it is difficult to
speak out on the issue. She
said that although she sup-
ports secure borders and
wants fair immigration re-
form, it is sometimes difficult
to see and hear the comments
some Tulsans have aimed at
Hispanics in the wake of HB
1804’s passage.

“I have been living here for
27 years, and I have never felt
as such a foreigner and such

an alien as I do today,” said Pa-
lacios, who originally is from
Venezuela. “It is sickening to
read their comments that our
little Tulsa, beautiful Tulsa, is
becoming a Nazi Germany.
That’s what I call it.”

Another panelist, Rep. Jean-
nie McDaniel, D-Tulsa, said
the solution will come not
from HB 1804 but from every-
one contributing ideas toward
the common goal of easing le-
gal immigration and safe bor-
der control.

McDaniel said she voted for
an earlier version of HB 1804
because it focused on employ-
ers but later voted against the
revised bill, which she said fo-
cuses on people who cannot
defend themselves.

“I think my grandchildren
deserve to live in a world with-
out hate,” she said. “I oppose
House Bill 1804 because I
think we can do better, and
with your help I know we can
do better.”

Althea Peterson 581-8361
althea.peterson@tulsaworld.com

Judge blocks new video game law

She says the law,
which would ban the
sale of violent games
to minors, infringes
on free speech.

By Tim TaLLEY
Associated Press

OKLAHOMA CITY — A
federal judge permanently en-
joined the state on Monday
from enforcing a law that
would ban the sale of violent
video games to minors, ruling
that it is an unconstitutional in-
fringement on free speech.

U.S. District Judge Robin
Cauthron said there is no sup-
port or “substantial evidence”
that video games are harmful
to minors and that “there is a
complete dearth of legislative
findings, scientific studies or
other rationale to support pas-
sage of the act.”

The video game legislation
was passed by the Legislature
last year and signed into law
by Gov. Brad Henry. It barred
retailers from selling video
games that include “inappro-
priate” or “gratuitous” vio-
lence to minors.

It was challenged in a law-
suit filed in October by the En-
tertainment Software Associa-
tion, whose members account-
ed for more than 90 percent of
the $7.4 billion in entertain-
ment software sold in the U.S.
in 2006, the ESA’s Web site
states.

The law was scheduled to
go into effect Nov. 1, 2006, but
Cauthron blocked its enforce-
ment shortly after the lawsuit
was filed.

Cauthron’s ruling ad-
dressed the issue of computer
and video games’ interactivity,
the ESA said. Cauthron found
that “the presence of in-
creased viewer control and in-
teractivity does not remove

these games from the release
of First Amendment protec-
tion.”

The court also ruled that the
law was underinclusive be-
cause a minor who is prevent-
ed from buying a video game
with “ ‘inappropriate violence’
may still legally buy or rent
the book or movie on which
the game was based.”

Oklahoma is the latest state
to have its video game law
struck down, the ESA said.

At least six courts in other
states have struck down simi-
lar laws.

“We need to move past un-
constitutional attempts to cir-
cumvent Oklahoma citizens’
rights,” Michael D. Gallagher,
president of the ESA, said in a
statement.

“This bill was clearly uncon-
stitutional, and we now need
to develop a public/private
partnership that meets con-
cerned parents’ needs.”

The law, House Bill 3004,

was sponsored by former Rep.
Fred Morgan, R-Oklahoma
City, and Senate co-President
Pro Tem Glenn Coffee, R-
Oklahoma City.

Neither Morgan nor Coffee
returned telephone calls from
The Associated Press seeking
comment on the court’s ac-
tion.

After the lawsuit was filed,
Morgan accused the industry
of challenging state restric-
tions “without being responsi-
ble enough to work with legis-
lators to try to solve the prob-
lem.”

Industry officials said the
games are rated and that re-
tailers have committed to en-
forcing ratings restrictions.

“State officials and policy-
makers should work together
with our industry to educate
parents about game ratings
and the parental controls avail-
able on all new video game
consoles,” Gallagher said.

TPS selt-insured health plan is rejected

By AnpRrea EGer
World Staff Writer

Tulsa Public Schools em-
ployees and retirees have re-
jected a proposal to adopt a
self-insured health plan, offi-
cials said Monday.

Of the 3,272 people who par-
ticipated in a telephone poll
conducted by an outside firm,
2,044 — or 62 percent — voted
to continue participating in the
health plan overseen by the
Oklahoma State and Educa-
tion Employees Group Insur-
ance Board, said Joanne Lu-

cas, the school district’s chief
financial officer.

About 7,800 TPS employees
and retirees who retired after
May 1, 1993, would not have
been able to choose state in-
surance if the proposal to pool
insurance premiums and have
an employee committee over-
see them had succeeded.

“Now we just stay with the
state,” Lucas said. “This was a
goal” of Superintendent Mi-
chael Zolkoski’s “to have a
more affordable plan for em-
ployees and a plan that we
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could impact the rates on by
implementing a wellness pro-
gram.”

Zolkoski still would like to
implement a wellness pro-
gram, with screenings for ear-
ly detection of high blood
pressure, high cholesterol,
breast cancer, etc., but offi-
cials are unsure how to fund it
now.

The district already had
made arrangements for the
screenings with a third-party
health insurance administra-
tor with the goal of further re-

ducing employees’ insurance
costs, Lucas explained.

“I don’t think we’ll give up
on the idea of screenings, but
it will be harder to bring in the
screenings for little or no cost,
because we won’t have that
partnership with a third-party
(health insurance) administra-
tor,” she said.

“And it’s not going to have
any impact on the insurance
rates our personnel pay.”

Andrea Eger 581-8470
andrea.eger@tulsaworld.com
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Name of slaying
victim released

The city has re-
corded 50 homi-
cides this year, with
four killings coming
in the last week.

By NicoLe MARsHALL
World Staff Writer

Police have released the
name of a man who was
found stabbed to death at an
apartment complex Sunday
afternoon.

Carl Allen, 53, was pro-
nounced dead just after 3
p.m. Sunday at the scene of
the attack at the Barclay
apartment complex, 1226 S.
St. Louis Ave.

The motive for the attack
remains under investigation.

Detective Kevin Hill said
investigators are following
leads but that they had no ad-
ditional suspect information
to release Monday.

Allen’s death is the 50th
homicide investigated by
Tulsa police this year and the
fourth within a week.

On Saturday, police inves-
tigated an unrelated homi-

East Avenue.

Police were called to the
complex about 7:30 a.m., Of-
ficer Jason Willingham said.

The victim, who was identi-
fied as Scott Jason Curts, 29,
was pronounced dead at the
scene.

His car, which was found
in the apartment complex,
had been damaged by gun-
fire, but initial reports did not
indicate whether the shots
came from inside or outside
the car.

“It is possible that he was
shot in the car and then fled,”
Willingham said.

Curts lived near 31st Street
and Memorial Drive, police
records show.

Authorities are also con-
tinuing to investigate the mo-
tive for his homicide.

Detectives also investigat-
ed two other unrelated homi-
cides last week, one Tuesday
and one Thursday. Suspects
have been arrested in con-
nection with those cases.

Anyone with information
about the Kkillings is asked to
call Crime Stoppers at 596-
COPS. Callers can be anony-
mous, and the Crime Com-
mission offers rewards for in-

cide after a man’s body was
found in a grassy area near
an apartment complex in the
3100 block of South 108th
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lllegal immigrant jailed for DUl after boy struck

An illegal immigrant from Mexico was arrested Sunday on a
DUI complaint after police say he struck a child with a car.

The 5-year-old boy reportedly was taken to a hospital in se-
rious condition, but he has since improved, and his injuries are
not believed to be life-threatening, police said.

Darbin Alejoz-Ramirez, 23, was arrested on complaints of
driving under the influence and causing an injury collision, driv-
ing with no driver’s license, having no proof of insurance and
injury to a minor child. He told police that he is an illegal immi-
grant, so a hold for Immigration and Customs Enforcement
was placed on him at the Tulsa Jail.

Police said the child rode his bicycle from between two
parked cars into the path of Alejoz-Ramirez’s Chevrolet Blazer
about 3 p.m. Sunday at the Colonial Park Apartments in the
7600 block of East 21st Street.

Alejoz-Ramirez smelled of alcohol, had bloodshot eyes and
failed portions of sobriety tests, an arrest report states. He
agreed to a blood test and was taken to a hospital to have
blood drawn.

formation leading to arrests.

Nicole Marshall 581-8459
nicole.marshall@tulsaworld.com

Bixby man sentenced in Tulsa, BA business heists

A Bixby man received an 18-year prison sentence Monday
for three business robberies that police said were committed
on consecutive days.

Darrel William Boroughs, 21, pleaded guilty to robbing Sub-
way restaurants at 8316 E. 61st St. and 2108 S. Memorial
Drive on Aug. 4 and Aug. 5, respectively.

Tulsa police said that in both cases, a man who posed as a
customer pulled a pistol from a backpack and demanded cash.

Boroughs also pleaded guilty to robbing a Dollar General
store in Broken Arrow on Aug. 6. In that case, a police officer
reported that when dispatched to the scene, he was told that
the suspect was being held on the floor by employees.

Witnesses said Boroughs had produced a gun and demand-
ed the store’s money, and an employee gave him $283. That
employee realized that the gun was an air pistol, and he “took
Boroughs to the ground and detained him until police arrived,”
a report states.

A Tulsa detective said Boroughs confessed to having used
“the same fake gun” in the Subway robberies, a report shows.

District Judge Jesse Harris imposed the 18-year term for
three counts of second-degree robbery in accordance with a
plea deal.

Creek Nation candidate forum is planned tonight

OKMULGEE — A Muscogee (Creek) Nation candidate forum
for the offices of principal chief and second chief is scheduled
for 7 p.m. Tuesday in the auditorium of the Mound Building at
the Capitol Complex.

The event will be the last before Saturday’s election.

The Creek Nation Communications Department will host the
forum, at which candidates will have seven minutes each to
explain their platforms. Candidates also will have an opportuni-
ty to respond to questions from the audience.

For more information, call Gerald Wofford at (918) 732-7635.

Muskogee woman says zebra is visitor to home

MUSKOGEE — Sharon McConough says a zebra has been
visiting her home, and she has the photograph to prove it.

McConough, who lives in the Ranger Creek area east of
Fort Gibson Dam, said her dog starting barking and she went
outside to see what was causing the disturbance. A zebra,
wearing a halter, was trotting down her driveway, she said.

McConough said she ran to get her camera because she
knew no one would believe her. She thinks it wasn’t the first
time the zebra has come around. She said she has found vari-
ous clues, including dog food scattered from an outside bowl.

“It's so weird,” she said. “You can’t imagine what it's like to
look out a glass door and see a zebra trotting down the drive-
way.”

Work begins on Cherokee Strip museum expansion

ENID — Ground has been broken for the $8 million Chero-
kee Stripe Regional Heritage Center project.

The project involves the renovation and 12,000-square-foot
expansion of the existing Museum of the Cherokee Strip.

“The Homesteaders,” a statue by H.T. Holden, was unveiled
at the conclusion of the groundbreaking ceremony Sunday.

The center will feature all-new exhibits and will include a
reading and research room, a special exhibits gallery, in-
creased collections storage and an enlarged plaza for events.

The architect is Fritz Bailey of Tulsa.
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