
For help
Domestic Violence

Intervention Services (in
Tulsa): 743-5763
(7-HELPME) or www.
tulsaworld.com/dvis

Statewide domestic-
abuse Safeline: (800)
522-7233

Oklahoma Coalition
Against Domestic Vio-
lence and Sexual
Assault: www.tulsa
world.com/ocadvsa

Violence Policy Cen-
ter: www.tulsaworld.
com/vpc

State 10th in rate of
women killed by men
E A new domestic
violence study cites
economic pressures
and substance abuse.
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Economic pressures and
substance abuse are among
the leading reasons why 33
women were murdered by
men in Oklahoma in 2005,
ranking the state 10th in the
nation in the rate of women
murdered by men, a new do-
mestic violence study states.

The study by the Violence
Policy Center in Washington
examined the circumstances
surrounding the 1,858 homi-
cides of women in the United
States in 2005, including the
type of weapons used, the vic-
tims’ relationships with their
assailants and other details.

Oklahoma’s 2005 ranking
is lower than in 2004, when
the state ranked seventh,
Marcia Smith, director of the
Oklahoma Coalition Against
Domestic Violence and Sexu-
al Assault, said Wednesday.

“Still, to be in the top 10 is
nothing to be proud of,”
Smith said. “The violence in
our state is overwhelming.
Our homes are so violent.”

The state saw 1.84 women
killed by men in single-victim,
single-offender instances per
100,000 residents in 2005, the
most recent year for which
statistics are available. Na-
tionally, the rate was 1.32 per
100,000. Nevada led, with a
rate of 2.53 per 100,000.

Kristen Rand, legislative di-
rector for the policy council,
said, “These stark numbers
should not only make people
stop and remember the vic-
tims but also raise awareness
of the urgent need for inter-
vention and prevention.”

The victims’ violent deaths
illustrate that domestic as-
sault is deeper than quarrels
between husbands and wives.

“This is not just a domestic
situation,” said Charlie Price,
a spokesman for Attorney
General Drew Edmondson,

whose office oversees Okla-
homa’s domestic-violence
budget. “This is a criminal sit-
uation. It’s not OK to beat
your wife.”

Domestic violence often is
a game of mind control and
can lead to murder because of
the intense emotions in-
volved, Tulsa Police Sgt. Ste-
phanie Jackson said.

“Any time you deal with vio-
lence, it has the potential to
escalate,” she said. “Dating vi-
olence, married couples, par-
ents and children — it all has
the ability to escalate.”

Abusers will hone in on real
or perceived flaws of their vic-
tims and exploit them to con-
trol the victim, Jackson said.

“They pick something you
already feel bad about and
use that,” she said. “It’s a
mind-control game. It’s about
power.”

Smith said economic pres-
sures caused by poverty and
alcohol and drug abuse are
frequent factors in lethal at-
tacks on women by men.

Jackson said domestic-vio-
lence victims are sometimes
afraid of retribution or feel
that the abuse is their fault.

“They feel trapped,” she
said, but “if you don’t get
help, the violence will contin-
ue. You could die from do-
mestic violence.”

The study found that in
three Oklahoma female homi-

cide victims were younger
than 18 and five were 65 or
older. The average age was
39. Two victims were Ameri-
can Indian, nine were black
and 22 were white, the study
found. Fifty-five percent were
killed with guns; 89 percent of
those were killed with hand-
guns. Twenty-seven victims
were murdered by someone
they knew, and 15 of those
victims were the offenders’
wives, common-law wives, ex-
wives or girlfriends.

Tracey Booth, executive di-
rector of Domestic Violence
Intervention Services in Tul-
sa, said that “a woman is at
risk most when she leaves the
relationship.”

“That period when she
leaves is when she is most at
risk of being killed by the
partner,” Booth said. “The
most important thing is when
they’re ready to leave, there’s
assistance there for them.”

Smith said 44 counties,
mostly in western Oklahoma,
have no resources to shelter
or counsel battered women.

Tulsa has several resources
for victims of abuse, Booth
said. Her agency, DVIS, of-
fers counseling services,
emergency shelters and help
with filing protective orders.

DVIS has a 24-hour hot line
that victims of domestic vio-
lence can call, she said.

Jackson said domestic vio-
lence victims also can sum-
mon the Tulsa Police Depart-
ment by calling 911.

Edmondson called on state
lawmakers earlier this year to
increase funding for Oklaho-
ma’s 29 certified domestic vi-
olence and sexual assault ser-
vice providers.

Price said the Legislature
appropriated $500,000 more
to the state’s $4.1 million do-
mestic violence budget and
authorized an increase in fil-
ing fees for civil and criminal
cases in the state, which will
raise about $1 million more.

“As state dollars hopefully
increase in future years,” he
said, “that will allow more
programs to come online in
more areas.”

LOCAL, STATE
Remains not human but
an animal’s stomach

The Medical Examiner’s Of-
fice has determined that re-
mains found Tuesday were an
unknown animal’s stomach.

What initially was believed to
be a fetus was found Tuesday
in a parking lot in the 3000
block of East Skelly Drive. Po-
lice detectives were called, and
the remains were taken to the
Medical Examiner’s Office for
testing.

Cpl. Gene Watkins said de-
tectives frequently are called to
investigate when remains are
found in the city. The medical
examiner then determines
whether the remains are hu-
man and whether a crime has
been committed, he said.

Meth-maker being sought
after fire at apartments

Police were searching Wed-
nesday night for a man who
caused an apartment fire while
he was trying to “cut” — or di-
lute — methamphetamine.

Firefighters were called to
the Spanish Arms Apartments
in the 7800 block of East 49th
Street after the manager was
alerted about 4 p.m. to a fire in
a building, police said.

The fire didn’t cause much
damage, but firefighters found
at least a couple of ounces of
methamphetamine, police said.

The fire apparently started
when the man was trying to cut
the meth, a process in which
the drug’s quality is diluted to
produce more of it, police said.

The man, who is believed to
have received minor burns, set
a flaming pan containing meth
on the balcony before fleeing,
police said.

Mayes County resident
jailed in Tulsa bank heist

A Mayes County man was
arrested Wednesday in connec-
tion with a Tulsa bank heist.

O’Dell Dwain Casto, 37, was
charged Wednesday morning in
Tulsa County District Court with
first-degree robbery. Detectives
were led to him after receiving
a Crime Stoppers tip that he
had been seen at a casino in
Claremore, Tulsa Police Sgt.
Dave Walker said.

Robbery detectives and
members of the Northeast
Oklahoma Fugitive Warrants
Squad coordinated with the
Mayes County Sheriff’s Office
to find Casto. Deputies found
him at a convenience store and
arrested him, Walker said.

Casto was charged with rob-
bing the Bank of America
branch at 51st Street and Sher-
idan Road on Monday.

Discussion on infill is
being planned Oct. 16

Preserve Midtown and the
Coalition of Historic Neighbor-
hoods of Tulsa will host a pub-
lic forum and panel discussion
Oct. 16 at All Souls Unitarian
Church, 2952 S. Peoria Ave.

Preserve Midtown, a private
group, resists plans to tear
down older houses and replace
them with newer homes that
don’t match the existing neigh-
borhoods in scale or character.

Panelists will include city
councilors, infill experts and a
Tulsa Metropolitan Area Plan-
ning Commission representa-
tive. The two-hour event will
start at 7 p.m.

Tiawah man is arrested
in stabbing of Texan

TIAWAH — A Tiawah man
dent was arrested early
Wednesday in the stabbing of
a Texas man, authorities said.

Robert Ross, 20, was
booked into the Rogers County
Jail on a complaint of assault
and battery with an intent to
kill, Undersheriff Barry Lamb
said.

The victim, Edward Velas-
quez, 59, is in critical condition
in a Tulsa hospital, he said.

Narcotics activity and dating
relationships are being investi-
gated as possible motives for
the crime, which occurred
about 4:30 a.m. near Oklahoma
88 and County Road 4180.

Initially, the call was reported
as a possible carjacking. The
people involved were acquaint-
ed, and the attack occurred in
a vehicle in which the victim
was a passenger. Investigators
are reviewing the possible roles
of two other area residents who
might have been present or
nearby during the stabbing.

Oilman’s not-guilty plea
entered in fraud case

A not-guilty plea has been
entered in Tennessee for an
Okmulgee oilman who is ac-
cused of stealing millions from
a funeral home’s trust funds.

An attorney for Clayton
Smart entered the plea for his
client Tuesday in Memphis.

Smart, 67, has been jailed
since April on charges that he
and associates stole millions of
dollars from the Forest Hill fu-
neral homes.

Smart said in the summer of
2006 that the funeral homes no
longer would honor more than
13,000 prepaid funeral policies.

The state of Tennessee later
accused him and business
partners of stealing operating
money and raiding trust funds
used to cover prepaid funerals
and cemetery maintenance.
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PEPSI 12 PAK CANS

& DIET
DR. PEPPER

ALL VARIETIES

DR.
PEPPER

EXCLUDED AT
SAPULPA &
OKMULGEE

2 DAY SALE

WAREHOUSE
MARKET

STARTS FRIDAY 9-28-07
2 DAY SALE

FRIDAY 9-28-07 AND SATURDAY 9-29-07

24 PK 1/2 LTR

99¢LOAF
RAINBO
BREAD

Limit 2

24 oz.
Limit 3

Limit 4 Additional Purchases

SQUEEZE
BOTTLE

24 oz. 59¢

The Original Discount Food Store Since 1938

$199
2 FOR
$599

34.5 OZ. 39 OZ.

Columbian 33 OZ. Limit 2

$399

$349

Limit 2

8 GIANT
ROLLS
= 20

REGULAR
ROLLS

Limit 2

$399

OR THIN 12 INCH

6 FOR
$1000

Limit 6

8 ROLL Limit 2

$399

GARDEN 
CLUB

MUSTARD
20 oz. 

2 FOR
$100

Limit 2

Millions of children in developing countries are suffering with cleft lip and palate.
Condemned to a lifetime of pain and suffering. The good news is virtually all of these 

children can be helped. The Smile Train provides life changing free cleft surgery which
takes as little as 45 minutes and costs as little as $250. 

It gives desperate children not just a new smile—but a new life.

100% of your donation goes toward programs— 0% goes toward overhead.*

*All nonprogram expenses, such as overhead and fund-raising, are paid for with start-up grants from our founding supporters. The Smile Train is a 501
(c)(3) nonprofit recognized by the IRS, and all donations to The Smile Train are tax-deductible in accordance with IRS regulations. © 2007 The Smile Train.

Donate online: www.smiletrain.org or call: 1-877-543-7645

A Healthy Diet During Pregnancy Can Help Prevent Birth Defects And Clefts. Diet is an important part of pregnancy. Eat a healthy diet that
contains lots of fruits and vegetables and foods fortified with folic acid. According to the U.S. Government, women who plan to have a child
should be sure to take sufficient levels of folic acid (400 micrograms per day) during pregnancy to help prevent neural tube defects and reduce
the risk for cleft lip and palate. When folic acid is taken one month before conception and throughout the first trimester, it has been proven to
reduce the risk for neural tube defects by 50 to 70 per cent. Be sure to receive proper prenatal care, quit smoking, and follow your health care
provider’s guidelines for foods to avoid during pregnancy. Foods to avoid may include raw or undercooked seafood, beef, pork or poultry;
delicatessen meats; fish that contain high levels of mercury; smoked seafood; fish exposed to industrial pollutants; raw shellfish or eggs; soft
cheeses; unpasteurized milk; pâté; caffeine; alcohol; and unwashed vegetables. For more information, visit www.SmileTrain.org.

Imagine Living Your Entire Life
Looking Like This Because You Could 

Never Afford $250 For Surgery.

Mr./Mrs./Ms.
Address
City State                   Zip                        
Telephone eMail 
Charge my gift to my credit card: rVisa    rMasterCard   rAMEX rDiscover
Account No. Exp. Date
Signature

Please send check to: 

The SmileTrain-Dept.NPPR 
P.O. Box 96231
Washington, DC 20090-6231

r $250 Surgery for one child. 
r $125 Half the cost of one surgery.

r $ 50 Medications for one surgery.
r $ We’ll gratefully accept any amount. 

(N07092737NQNY35)


