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DRILL:

The ban on offshore
drilling has been in
place since 1990.

FROM A1

dangers of offshore drilling
— or drilling in the Arctic Na-
tional Wildlife Reserve, for
that matter — are overstated.

“The impact of offshore
drilling in California is con-
siderably less than tourist
boat (pollution),” Langen-
kamp said.

Oppositionto offshore drill-
ing began building in 1969,
after a well blowout off the
Santa Barbara coast. Crews
capped the blowout, but the
resulting subsurface pressure
forced oil through fault lines
on the ocean floor, spread-

ing 200,000 barrels of crude
across 35 miles of beaches.
The spill killed several thou-
sand birds and was largely
responsible for the first Earth
Day the following year.

Twentyyearslater, the tank-
er Exxon Valdez ruptured on
a reef off the coast of Alaska,
spilling nearly 11 million gal-
lons of crude. Although the
Exxon Valdez accident was
not related to offshore drill-
ing, it heightened public in-
terest in environmental con-
cerns, Langenkamp said.

“In a Democratic adminis-
tration, with a liberal presi-
dent (Jimmy Carter), we had
an offshore drilling program,”
Langenkamp said. “Now you
can’t even talk about it.”

In 1990, President George
HW. Bush, a Republican,
placed a moratorium on all
offshore drilling except in the
western Gulf of Mexico and
some of the north coast of

Alaska. The ban has remained
in place through Democratic
and Republican administra-
tions and majorities in Con-
gress.

The Sierra Club says oil
spills from offshore wells re-
main a problem despite im-
proved technology and safety.
Citing the U.S. Coast Guard,
the environmental group says
about 7 million gallons were
spilled into the Gulf of Mexi-
co during Hurricane Katrina.

But pressure is mounting.
On Monday, presumptive
GOP presidential nominee
John McCain said he favors
loosening offshore restric-
tions.

On Thursday, the Sierra
Club endorsed Democrat
Barack Obama, in part be-
cause of McCain’s position on
offshore development.
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GANGS:

Volunteers are train-
ed to recognize fire-
arms and drug deals.

FROM A1

Police Department gang sum-
mary report.

Gangs were also contribut-
ing to an increase in violent
crime, police said.

In 2007, gangs were in-
volved in an eight-year high
of 97 cases of shooting with
intent to kill, according to
police data. That number was
22 more than the 75 that were
reported in 2000.

Of 64 homicides that were
committed locally in 2007, 17
— or about 27 percent — in-
volved either suspects or vic-
tims who had some type of
gang association, the report
states.

The Confidential Reliable
Citizens Program was differ-
ent from past initiatives in
that it trained volunteers to
recognize and report gang-
related crime with minimal
risk of retaliation, said Mon-
roe Nichols, a mayoral aide
who serves as a gang liaison
between City Hall and the
police.

“When things happen in a
community, it’s hard to get
information as to what hap-
pened because many fear re-
taliation, and maybe there is
a mistrust of police,” Nichols
said.

To guard against possible
retaliation, volunteers receive
code names so their identities
will not be revealed in police
reports and court records that
are open to the public.

The program just entered
its second year, and much
of the fear and mistrust has
been reduced by its success,
Nichols said.

U.Ss. Attorney David
O’Meilia said tips from the
program’s volunteers have
resulted in an average of one
arrest of a gang member per
month.

Nichols said the first arrest
took place in north Tulsa,
where the program started
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Anyone who is interest-
ed in serving as a volunteer
in the Confidential Reliable
Citizens Program can call
the Crime Commission at
585-5209.

because that area’s high num-
ber of juvenile offenders,
violent offenders and poverty
— all risk factors that are as-
sociated with gangs.

Maj. Paul Williams recount-
ed an instance last summer in
which a program volunteer
saw a drug deal involving a
gang member and called the
police.

Officers found that the
gang member had a murder
conviction and had recently
been released from prison, he
said.

“Officers found him, ar-
rested him and put him back
in prison,” he said.

O’Meilia cited that arrest
as an example of how pro-
gram volunteers are helping
residents take back neighbor-
hoods that have been “infest-
ed with gang activity.”

He believes that as volun-
teers become more experi-
enced in knowing what to
look for regarding gangs and
crime, they will become an
even bigger asset for police.

“The Tulsa Police Depart-
ment gives priority to their
calls because they have been
trained to recognize firearms
and drug transactions that a
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normal person would not rec-
ognize,” O’Meilia said.

“We still have street gangs,
but the level of violence has
diminished,” he said.

Nichols said the program
started with 12 volunteers in
north Tulsa, but it has spread
to more than 60 who are
keeping an eye on gang activ-
ity in all parts of the city.

Classes to train more vol-
unteers for the program are
planned.

Volunteers must go through
background checks and be
representative of the city’s
demographics.

“You've got older citizens
who were hesitant to report
a crime, and you’ve got young
people who want to live in

their community,” O’Meilia
said.
Although authorities

think that anti-gang pro-
grams have been effective
in cracking down on crime,
they remain cautious.

Summer often brings an
increase in crime because
youths who are out of school
have more idle time, and
more people tend to be out on
the streets.

“It’s a good time to get in-
volved for the summer, as
were still taking applica-
tions,” Nichols said.

“It’s really about the com-
munity and law enforcement
working together to make
sure we are living in a safe
community.”
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11523 South Oswego Avenue
Tulsa, OK 74137
Wind Rivers — Sequoyah Hills
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Certified princess cut center
diamond with micro pavé
diamonds in platinum, over
4.75 carats tw.
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Certified princess cut center diamond with

two baguette diamonds in platinum. Over
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with pavé diamonds in platinum.
Over 8.25 carats tw. $111,000

Fancy yellow cushion cut center diamond with two
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18 karat gold.
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