Rivalry in the stands

The Jenks-Union showdown is about more than just which
team wins on the field. It’s also about bragging rights for
one school over another.

Please go to B-5
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Tulsa officials will petition the NCAA for
an additional year of eligibility for injured
running back Courtney Tennial.

Tennial
lost for
season

The senior injured his ankle
in an Aug. 6 preseason practice.

By ERic BAILEY
World Sports Writer

Tulsa running back Courtney Tennial will
miss the 2007 season with an ankle injury,
the school announced on Wednesday.

Tennial, a senior from Glenpool, suffered
the injury during an Aug. 6 practice. Univer-
sity officials will petition the NCAA for an ad-
ditional year of eligibility for Tennial.

“We think we have a good chance,” TU
coach Todd Graham said following Wednes-
day’s practice. “It would be a shame if he
didn’t get another year.”

Tennial, who wasn’t available for com-
ment, transferred to TU after spending two
years at Oklahoma. He redshirted in 2003
and didn’t play in 2004.

After sitting out in 2005 because of trans-
fer rules, Tennial was the Golden Hurri-
cane’s leading rusher with 862 yards and 14
touchdowns last season.

“You hate to see that happen to a guy that
loves the game as much as he does,” said
running back Tarrion Adams.

Graham was hoping Tennial could return
this season. “We wanted to wait and make
sure that he couldn’t make it back,” he said.
“We’re just hoping and praying that we can
get him out here for a sixth year. That’s what
we’re counting on.”

TU’s last “six-year” player was Wes Ca-
swell. The wide receiver, in his senior sea-
son, received a medical hardship in 1997 af-
ter injuring his knee in the second game and
returned for the 1998 campaign.

Graham said freshman running backs will
be asked to help Adams and Jamad Wil-
liams, who had 129 and 88 yards respective-
ly in a 35-17 win at Louisiana-Monroe.

“This also pushes Charles Clay to the fore-
front,” Graham said. “Jamad Williams played
well, and we have to get Charlie (Opeseyi-
tan) developed to where he’s ready to go.”

Eric Bailey 581-8391
eric.bailey@tulsaworld.com

Drillers

drop soggy
Game One

Springfield’s newest player
complicates Tulsa’s night.

From StaFr REPORTS

SPRINGFIELD, Mo — Springfield’s new-
est position player, third baseman Allen
Craig, hit a two-run home run to key a three-
run sixth in the Cardinals’ 4-3 victory over
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Stadium is ahead of schedule.

Despite losing 43 work days because of adverse weather, OSU officials say construction on the west end of Boone Pickens

A new view

A year ago, the west end structure was a hole in the ground.

West end of
OSU stadium
now enclosed

JCOB HAND / For the Tulsa World

By BiLL HaisTEN
World Sports Writer

STILLWATER — During the 2006 season,
Oklahoma State fans could look to the west,
immediately beyond Boone Pickens Stadi-
um, and see an enormous hole created by
the removal of 90,000 cubic yards of dirt.

On Saturday, during OSU’s 6:05 p.m.
meeting with Florida Atlantic, Cowboy fans
will notice that the hole is gone.

of facilities.

What they will see instead is the future of
the OSU football program.

“People who haven’t been here for a while,
they’ll be amazed,” said Marty Sargent,
OSU’s associate athletic director in charge

In spite of losing 43 work days because of
adverse weather, university officials report

SEE OSU B-3

What kind of traffic conditions should fans expect
heading into Stillwater this week? Please see page B-3

What sports figures
really say (plus picks)

[glesias like Clayton,
but Stoops disagrees
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OSU play-by-play announcer: ing in this shrill monotone of a I bei to dif-

Tulsa vs. Springfield

Radio: KTBZ am1430 (Friday game KAKC am1300)
Game 1: Springfield 4, Tulsa 3 (Springfield leads 1-0)

Water pistols firing.

OU play-by-play announcer: Is
this thing on?

Boone Pickens, global: Every-

mine.
Texas coach Mack Brown:
Where has all the air gone?
ESPN’s Chris Berman: I miss

fer. So this is
one of those friendly occurrenc-
es where Stoops and yours truly
have agreed to disagree.

SOONERS EXTRA

Game 2: Thursday ~ AtSpringfield ~ 7:10 pm. body in Stillwater is on the clock.  the *60s. It’s not the first time. and OU’s Jermaine Gresham
Game 3:* Friday Vs. Spr%ngﬁeld 7:05 p.m. .ESPN’S Chr1§ Fowler: Who's OU’s Dean Blevins: I'm going Stoops is usually right. almost ended up on the
Game 4*: Saturday ~ Vs.Springfield  7:05 p.m. wishy-washy, I just happen to to lead the 10 o’clock sports with He’s also one of those rare visitors side this week.
Game 5*: Sunday At Springfield ~ 6:10 p.m. like every team the same

“if necessary amount. SEE PICKS B-6 SEE SITTLER B-6 Please see page B-7



