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VOTE OKLAHOMA!

Notes to Instructors

Vote Oklahoma! is aset of exercisesintended to acquaint users with facts about
votingin Oklahoma. Theseexercisesoriginally weredesignedfor useinhigh school social
studies, history, and government classes. They have also been used successfully with
groups of adults and with younger children.

THE FIRST EXERCISE, “Voter Registration in Oklahoma,” (page 3) consists of a
twelve-item, multiple-choicequiz about thequalificationsfor registeringtovote. Thisquiz
can beused either asa“ pre-test” to determinethe group’slevel of knowledge about voter
registration qualifications or as a “post-test” following discussion of voter registration
gualificationstoreinforcetheinformation.

Thecorrect answersare printed at the end of the quiz. The quiz isaccompanied by
awritten discussion guide that provides additional information about voter registration
gualifications.

THE SECOND EXERCISE, “Voter Qualifications,” (page 10) is a demonstration of the
numbers of people who once were prohibited from voting by the statutory qualifications
enacted by states. Thediscussion guideaccompanying thisexercisedescribestheseold voter
qualifications and namesthe Supreme Court decisionsand federal lawsthat abolished them.

THE THIRD EXERCISE, “Voter Registration and Turnout,” (page 14) provides some
statistics about voter registration and voter turnout in our state in recent election years.

Also included in \bte Oklahoma! are instructions and materials for conducting mock
voter registration and amock election in the classroom.

Additional information on voting and el ectionsin Oklahomaisavailablefromyour
local County Election Board, from the State Election Board and on the Internet at
www.elections.state.ok.us. Also, the Secretary of your County Election Board may
be available to visit your classroom to talk with your students about voting
and elections.

The State Election Board staff isinterested in your opinion of \ote Oklahoma! Please
send your commentsor your suggestionsfor improving futureediti onsof VoteOklahoma! tothe

followingaddress:

Sate Election Board, P. O. Box 53156, Oklahoma City, OK 73152




Voter Registration in Oklahoma

How muchdoyouknow about voter registrationin Oklahoma? Testyour knowledgeby
selecting the answer that best fillsin the blank in each statement below.

1. You mugt to be eligible to
register to votein Oklahoma.

a. be at least 18 years old on election day
b. beatleast 21 yearsold on election day
C. have graduated from high school on election day

2. Youmust tobecomearegistered
voter in Oklahoma.

a. havelived in the state for at |east 3 months
b. have lived in the state for at least 30 days
C. now livein the state

3 You may apply for voter
registration.

a. by mail or in person
b. bytelephone
C. only in person at the County Election Board office

4. You may apply for voter
registration.

a. at any time
b. only the last 60 days before an election
C. only when applying for adriver license

5. Your application for voter registration must be received by election officials
in order to become €ligible to vote in an

election.

a. by election day
b.  tendaysbeforetheelection
C. more than 24 days before the election



10.

You must decide before submitting
the application for voter registration.

a. inwhich electionsyou will vote

b. for whom to vote in the next election

C. whether toregister asamember of arecognized political party, withapolitical
organization, or as an Independent (nonpartisan) voter

After applying for voter registration, you will become a registered voter

a. after the next e ection

b.  whenthe County Election Board issuesavoter identification card

C. when the State Election Board verifies that all the information on the
applicationiscorrect

After receiving your voter identification card, you will remain registered

a. forever
b.  forfouryears
C. if youvoteregularly

If you MOVE or change your name or political affiliation, you must
to change your voter

registrationinformation.

a.  writethenew informationon your voter identification card
b. submitanew voter registrationapplication showing thenew information
C. submit anotarized statement to the County Election Board

When YOU become a registered voter, you in most
elections.

a. may vote at any polling placein the state

b. may vote only in person at the polling place

C. may vote in person at the polling place that has the record of your
registration or you may vote by absentee ballot



When YOUgotoyour polling placetovotefor thefirst time, the Precinct Official smay
ask to see :

a.  your vacation photos
b.  someformof identification
C. your new tattoo

Even if your name is not in the Precinct Registry, you still may be able to vote by

a. casting aprovisional ballot

b. crying
C. hiring alawyer to sue the Precinct Officials
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Voter Registration in Oklahoma

Instructor's Discussion Guide

Quiz Answers,
1=a 2=c; 3=g; 4=a; 5=c; 6=C; 7=b; 8=c; 9=b; 10=c; 11=b; 12=a.

Satement 1.

If you areat least 18 yearsold, aUnited States citizen and aresident of Oklahoma,
you areeligibleto apply to becomearegistered voter in Oklahoma. However, if you have
been convicted of afelony you are not eligible to become a registered voter until your
sentence hasexpired. Also, if ajudge hasdeclared in court that you are an incapacitated

person, you are not eligible to become aregistered voter.

Satement 2

Youarenot requiredtolivein Oklahomafor any specifiedlength of timebeforebeing
eligibleto apply for voter registration.

Satement 3:

You may apply for voter registration by mail. Voter registration application forms
areavailablein many locations, including the post office, tag agencies, and libraries. The
forms also may be downloaded from the State Election Board website:
www.elections.state.ok.us.

You also may apply in person for voter registration at any County Election Board
officeand at all tag agencies. When you apply for or renew your Oklahomadriver license
or stateidentification card, you will be asked whether you also want to register to vote. If
you apply for certain kinds of government assistance, you will be asked whether you want
to register to vote.

Voter registration drives are often conducted at public community events such as
county fairs. Youmay apply for voter registrationat any of theseregistrationdrivesaswell.

Satements4 and 5:

You may submit your voter registration application form at any time. However, if
your applicationisreceivedby electionofficials24 daysor |lessbeforean el ection, youwill

not become aregistered voter until after the election.




Satement 6:

You must stateyour political affiliation whenyou apply for voter registration. You
may register as a member of any political party recognized under Oklahomalaw. The
namesof recognized political partiesareprinted ontheofficial OklahomaVoter Registration
Application form. If you write in the name of apolitical party that is not recognized in
Oklahoma, your application still will be processed and you will become registered asa
nonpartisan voter.

Asaregistered member of apolitical party, youmay votefor that party’ scandidates
inprimary and runoff primary elections. Registered political party membersmay not vote
for another party’ scandidatesin primary elections. Independent (nonpartisan) votersare
not allowedtovotefor party candidatesinprimary elections. |ndependent votersmay vote
only on nonpartisan races and questions at primary and runoff primary elections.

You also may register as amember of certain political organizations. A political
organization isnot apolitical party, and it cannot place candidates on the ballot. Voters
registered in political organizations may vote only on nonpartisan races and questions at
primary and runoff primary elections.

Thenumber of recognized political partiesand political organizationsmay change
from election year to election year. Contact the State Election Board or your County
ElectionBoardfor alist of currently recognized political partiesand political organizations.

Satement 7

Youwill know that your applicationfor voter registration hasbeen approved and that
you have becomearegistered voter when you receiveyour voter identification cardinthe
mail fromthe County ElectionBoard. Your voter identificationcardwill show your name,
address, precinct number, political affiliationandthelocation of your polling place. When
you receiveyour voter identification card, examineit carefully and report any mistakesto
theCounty ElectionBoardimmediately. Then, keepyour voter identificationcardinasafe
place and be sure to take it with you when you go to vote.

If the County Election Board cannot approveyour applicationfor voter registration,
you will receive aletter that explainswhy your application cannot be approved. If your
applicationisnot approved, it may bebecauseyouleft someimportant information off the
form. Inthiscase, if you provide the missing information, your application still can be
approved.



Satement 8;

After youbecomearegisteredvoter, youareeligibletovoteinfederal, state, county,
municipal and school district elections. You will remain registered as long as you vote
regularly. Evenif you don't vote, you will remain registered if you respond to periodic
mailings from the County Election Board to confirm that your addressis still the same.

Satement 9:

If youmove, or if you change your name or your political affiliation, you must fill
out anew voter registration application form with the new information. After the County
Election Board approves the new application form, you will receive a new voter
identificationcard.

Satement 10:

On election day, you may vote only at the polling placefor the precinct whereyou
areregistered. Only that polling place hastherecord of your voter registration. You may
vote by absentee ballot instead of voting at the polling place. Absenteeballotsaremailed
tovotersprior totheel ectionand arereturned by mail tothe County ElectionBoard. Voters
who livein nursing homesreceivetheir absentee ball ots from an Absentee Voting Board
that visitsthem afew days before an election. Any voter may vote an absentee ballot in
person at the County Election Board office on certain days before an election.

Satement 11

State and federal laws now require some voters to show identification when they
vote for the first time in afederal election. Voters who submit their voter registration
applicationformsby mail will be asked to show identification at thepolls. Any oneof the
following forms of identification will be accepted.

(1) a photo identification, such as an Oklahoma driver license,

(2) thevoter identification card you receive by mail from the County Election

Board when your voter registration application is approved,

(3) acopy of abank statement, utility bill, apaycheck, agovernment check, or

any other government document that shows both your name and address.

Persons who submit their voter registration applications by mail may choose to
submit acopy of their identification at the sasmetime. Thosewho do sowill not be asked
for identification at the polls.



Satement 12:

Stateand federal lawsnow permit youto cast aprovisional ballotif you believethat
you are registered and eligible to vote but your name is not in the Precinct Registry. A
provisiona ballot is not put through the voting device but instead is sealed inside an
envelope. Voterswho cast provisional ballotsmust signanaffidavit that explainswhy they
think they areeligibletovote. After theelection, County Election Board officialswill use
theinformation provided by thevoter ontheaffidavittoverify thevoter’ seligibility. If proof
of thevoter’ sregistrationisfound, the provisional ballot will be counted and includedin
thefinal election results.

Voters who are asked for identification at the polls and who do not have any
identificationwiththem alsomay cast aprovisional ballot, whichwill becounted after the
County Election Board verifiestheir identity.



Voter Qualifications

When using this exercise with persons under 18, ask them to pretend that they are
18 during the exercise. You also may wish to skip item 2a, “ Anyone who does not own
property,” when all participants are under 18.

Attimesin our history, voting requirements were very restrictive. Thefollowing
exerciseisintended to demonstrate how many people once were prevented by law from
voting. Regardlessof theageof thegroupinvolvedinthisdemonstration, most members
of the group will be seated by the time the last requirement is read.

1. SAY:
2. SAY:

Everyone please stand up.

| will read somevoting reguirementsto you. Anyonewho doesnot meet one
of the requirements must sit down.

Anyone who does not own property.

Anyonewho is not white.

Anyonewhoisnot male.

Anyone who does not have $1.50 to pay to be able to vote.
Anyone who does not have $30 to pay to be able to vote.
Anyone who has not lived in this state for at least 3 years.
Anyonewho cannot read English.

Anyone who isunder the age of 21.

SQ@ TP o0 oTw

Therequirements| just read were, at onetime, all requirementsfor voting.
You havejust experienced what many United States citizensexperiencedin
the past.

The Tenth Amendment to the United States Constitution provides that all
powersnot specifically giventothefederal government or deniedtothestates
belong to the states. One of these powers is the right to set voting
requirements.

Each of the requirements| read was once arequirement for voting in some
state. If those requirements were still in effect today, and if you had to sit
down when one of them was read, you would not be eligible to vote.

Fortunately, noneof thosearerequirementsfor votingin Oklahomatoday. If
youarel8yearsold, aUnited Statescitizenresidingin Oklahoma, andif you
have not been convicted of afelony (aserious crime), you can vote.

Everyone who is now qualified to vote, please stand up.

Your right to voteis guaranteed to you by amendments to the Constitution,
laws passed by Congress, and by decisions of the United States Supreme
Court.
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Voter Qualifications

Instructor's Discussion Guide

Property requirements.

Property requirements concerned the ownership of real estate— land, ahouse, etc.
— and werecommon in the early yearsof our country. By 1820, however, most of
thenew statesentering the Union did not have property ownership requirementsfor
voting. By 1850, thisrequirement had been dropped by most other states. (Insome
states, property ownershiprequirementsfor votinginafew special typesof elections
may still exist.)

Reguirements based on race.

In 1869, the Fourteenth Amendment to the United States Constitution wasratified.
It provided citizenship to the African-Americansfreed from slavery following the
Civil War. It also provided that no state can deny to any person equal protection of
the laws.

In 1870, the Fifteenth Amendment to the Constitution wasratified. It provided that
“theright of citizens of the United Statesto vote shall not be denied or abridged by
the United States, or by any state, on account of race, color or previous servitude.”
It also provided that “the Congress shall have power to enforce this article by
appropriatelegidation.”

However, these amendments were not enough to guarantee the right to vote to all
citizens. Somestatescontinuedto prevent African-Americansand many othersfrom
voting by requiring votersto pay apoll tax. Some statesrequired that persons pass
areading test before being permitted to register to vote. Infact, voter registration
itself is one of the methods used following the Civil War to limit the right to vote.
These and many other requirements imposed by the states kept most people who
were not white malesfrom voting.

Many people believed that this was unfair. They worked for changes in the
Congtitution and for new laws that would stop the states from keeping these
voting requirements.

The Twenty-Fourth Amendment to the United States Constitution was ratified in
1964. It provides that states cannot require people to pay a poll tax to vote for
President and Vice President, United States Senator or United States Representa-
tive. However, states still had the right to charge a poll tax for voting in other
elections. Many peoplestill were being denied theright to votein most elections.
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Finally in 1965, Congress passed the Voting Rights Act. Thislaw and amendments and
extensionsto it prevented the statesfrom charging poll taxes. The United States Supreme
Court has upheld the Voting RightsAct over restrictive state laws many, many times. For
example, in 1966, inthe case of Harper v. Virginia Board of Elections, the Court ruled that
poll taxes “introduce wealth or payment of afee asameasure of avoter’s qualifications.

" For this reason, the Court said poll taxes violate the equal protection clause of the
Fourteenth Amendment.

Requirements based on sex.

In 1920, the Nineteenth Amendment to the United States Constitution wasratified.
It providedthatthe®. .. right of citizensof theUnited Statestovoteshall not bedenied
or abridged by the United States or any state on account of sex.”

Residency requirements.

Some states still requirethat you live in the state for a certain period of time before
you can register to votethere. But the Voting RightsAct limits the amount of time
that astate can require. Oklahomarequiresonly that you be aresident of the state.
It does not requirethat you live herefor any certain length of time.

Age requirements.

In 1971, theTwenty-SixthAmendmentwasratified. It provided that the®. .. right of
citizens of the United States, who are 18 years of age or older to vote shall not be
denied or abridged by the United States or any state on account of age.”
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Other restrictions.

In 1975, an amendment to the Voting Rights Act madeit possible for non-English
speaking peopleto vote by requiring that ballotsbe printed in their language or that
interpreters be provided at the polling place to tranglate the ballots for them.

In 1985, Congress passed theVoting Accessibility for the Elderly and Handi capped
Act. Thisfederal law requiresthestatesto makepolling placesaccessibletoelderly
and handicapped voters, and a so to makevoter registration locationsand materials
accessible to physically and visually disabled persons. The Americans with
DisabilitiesAct, passed by Congressin 1990, al so requiresthe government to make
its services— including elections and voter registration materials— accessibleto
personswith various disabilities.

In 1993, Congress passed the National Voter Registration Act. This federal law
requiresthestatesto maketheir voter registration rulesmoreuniform. Younow can
register to vote by mail in most states. Also, in most states, you canregister to vote
when you get your driver license— if you are 18 yearsold or older. Andyou also
can register to vote when you apply for certain kinds of help from government
agencies. Inafew states, you can evenregister to voteon election day and votethat
same day. And one state— North Dakota— doesn’t require voter registration at
all.

INn2002, Congresspassed theHelpAmericaVoteAct. Amongitsmany requirements
iIsonethat concernsvotingaccessibility for personswithdisabilities, including visual
disabilities. Thelaw requiresthestatesto provideavoting systemthat offerspersons
with disabilities the opportunity to vote with the same level of privacy and
independence as all other voters. In Oklahoma, we currently are meeting this
requirement with atelephone voting system.

Something t0do: Drawatimelinefrom 1791 tothe present.

|:> Begin thetimeline with the ratification of the United States Consti-
tutionin 1791.

I:> Show each amendment, law or Supreme Court decision that ex-
tended votingrights.
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Voter Registration and Turnout

The United States Bureau of the Census reports that there are approximately 2.7
million people in Oklahomawho are 18 years of age or older. Thisis Oklahoma'svoting
agepopulation.

Not al of these people are eligibleto vote, however. Some of them are not United
Statescitizens. Some of them are convicted felons. Some of them have been determined
by acourt of law to be incapacitated persons and prohibited from voting.

Herearesomevoting and registration stati sticsfromtheNovember 2, 2004, General
Election.

Total Voting Age Population = 2,602,000
Total Registered Voters = 2,143,978
Total VotersWho Voted on 11-2-04 = 1,463,758

What percentage of Oklahoma's voting age population was registered to vote in
November, 20047

2,143,978 + 2,602,000 = %

What percentage of the voting age population actually voted?
1,463,758 + = %

What percentage of registered voters voted?

=+ = %0

14



Here are the same statistics from the November 7, 2006, General Election.

Total Voting Age Population = 2,684,026
Total Registered Voters = 2,067,316
Total VotersWho Voted on 11-7-06 = 926,462

What percentage of Oklahoma's voting age population was registered to vote in
November, 2006?

What percentage of the voting age population actually voted?

What percentage of registered voters voted?

15



More Things To Do

Contact the Secretary of the County Election Board for the county in which you live,
or visit the State Election Board on the Internet at www.elections.state.ok.us to obtain the
following information for 2008.

1.

Number of registered votersin the county in
November, 2008:

Number of voter s who voted in the county on
November 4, 2008:

What percentage of registered votersvoted in
your county?

Resources on the Internet

Following isalist of Internet sites that contain awealth of information about elections.
Your students also may find additional interesting and useful sites by entering “elections’ or
“voting” into an Internet search engine.

Oklahoma State Election Board: www.€lections.state.ok.us
State of Oklahoma Home Page: www.ok.gov

United States Bureau of the Census. www.census.gov

United States Election Assistance Commission: Www.eac.gov
* Federal Voting Assistance Program: www.fvap.gov

*Thissiteisintended for United Statesmilitary personnel and civilianswholiveoversess.
However, the “Election Links” section of the site includes many links to other websites that
contain election-related information.
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Mock Voter Registration and Election

Notes to Instructors

Many teacherswant to conduct amock election for their studentswhile presenting
unitson electionsand voting, especially during the height of publicity about the statewide
general electionin November every twoyears. Thefollowing pagescontaininformation,
instructions, and materialsto help teachers prepare and conduct mock electionsin their
classrooms.

Two separateactivitiesmay beincorporatedinthemock election. First, mock voter
registration may beconductedto“register” all thestudents. A mock voter registrationform
may be duplicated and distributed. If the mock registration is conducted, the voter
registration list used during the mock election should be compiled from the mock
registrationforms. If astudent doesn’t “register” prior to theelection, the student will not
be able to vote on election day.

The pages entitled “Who May Vote in an Election” and “ At the Polling Place on
Election Day” areintended asinformational handoutsfor students.

Themaock el ection material sincludeinstructionsfor conducting themock el ection.
A mock election ballot blank is included. Also included are a tally sheet blank and
instructionsfor counting ballots by hand.

Although the mock election described in these materialsisvery “low tech,” these
proceduresare similar to theonesused inreal electionsin Oklahomauntil 1992. Priorto
March, 1992, ballots cast in al elections held in 73 of Oklahoma's 77 counties were
counted by hand at each polling place on el ection day — and often | ateinto the night after
the polls closed.

The County Election Board Secretary inyour county may beavailabletovisit your
classroom to talk with your students about voter registration and voting in Oklahoma.
Contact the County Election Board Secretary well in advance and remember that thelast
few days before an election are very busy. Do not expect the Secretary to be ableto visit
during the last week before a statewide or a countywide election.

The Secretary may be ableto bring avoting deviceto your classroom that hasbeen
programmed with amock election. Thismock election uses a*“famous name” ballot —
one that lists the names of famous movie stars, sports figures and fictional charactersas
candidatesfor office. Thestudentscan“vote” the ballot cards, deposit theminthevoting
device, and then obtain the results of their votes at the end of the demonstration.
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Please be awarethat it isimpossible to conduct amock election in your classroom
using voting devices and ballotswith the real candidates and issuesthat will be voted on
inany real election. Please don’t ask!

Teachers may obtain avariety of other materialsfrom the County Election Board,
including sampleballotsand voter information brochures, to useinthe classroom. It may
even be possibleto schedule afield trip to the County Election Board office. Check with
the County Election Board Secretary in your county.
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Who May Vote in an Election

You must be aregistered voter to votein an electionin Oklahoma. You must be at
least 18 years old, a United States citizen, and a resident of Oklahoma to become a
registered voter in this state.

You may apply for voter registration by mail or you may apply in person at many
locations, including tag agencies and the County Election Board office in each county.
Voter registration application forms are available in many places, including most public
libraries and post officesin Oklahoma.

OKLAHOMA VOTER REGISTRATION APPLICATION

SECTION 2 — POLITICAL AFFILIATION

mf ina political party in Oklahoma
you may vote for that party’s candidates in primary
elections.

W If you register No Party (Independent) you MAY NOT
vote for party candidates in primary elections without
party permission

If you register in a political organization recognized in

Oklahoma you CANNOT vote for party candidates in

primary elections.

W Ifyou choose a political party or organization not recog-
nized in Oklahoma, you will be registered as an Indepen-
dent.

W You MAY NOT change your political affiliation between
June 1 and August 31 in even-numbered years.

SECTION 6—STREET ADDRESS OR DIRECTIONS
TO YOUR HOME

You must register to vote at your address of residence.
If you have a street address or 911 address, this is your
address of residence.

Arural route or a post office box is NOT an address of

SECTION 9 — HAVE YOU BEEN REGISTERED
BEFORE?

W [fyou have been registered before, enter information on
where you were last registered. If you have never been

registered before, leave this space blank.

Enter your former name if it has changed since you last

registered.

Enter your former political affiliation if you are changing

your political affiliation.

SECTION 10 — OATH

B Read the oath carefully. Sign and date it in ink. If you
cannot sign your name, make your mark and give the
name of the person who helped you.

Who Can Register - You can register to vote if you are a
citizen of the United States, a resident of the State of
Oklahoma, and 18 years old or older.

Felons Not Eligible - A convicted felon may not register
for a period equal to the time of the original sentence.

Persons Judged Incapacitated - Persons judged inca-
pacitated by a court may not register to vote.
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION
PLEASE READ CAREFULLY

« Voter registration closes 24 days before an election. If you apply when
registration is closed, your application will be processed when registra-
tion opens after the election.

SsaIppy pue aweN juedijddy

residence. « If you mail this application, it must be postmarked more than 24 days

® If you do not have a street address, you may write ~ MAP NORTH A GRS before the election in which you wish to vote.
directions to your home or provide the legal description AGENCYSTAMP

(section, township, and range) of your home. You may
also use the map to show where you live. If you use the

* Youmay not vote until you receive a Voter Card from the County Election
mapwrite the names of the roads nearestwhere youive.
Draw an X to show your home. Show schools, churches,

Board.
or othor noarby lardmarke, « If you do not receive a Voter Card within 30 days, contact your local

County Election Board.
USE BLUE OR BLACK INK. After you complete this application, enclose a copy of your ty
identification if needed (see other side). Fold it and tape it. Place postage on it and mail. * If you have questions, call your local County Election Board or call

You must answer these guestions: WARNING: Al answers on this application 405-521-2391.
Are you a citizen of the United States of America? mustbe true. Itis afelonyto give false information 11/03

O No on this form. You can be prosecuted if you do. If
OKLAHOMA VOTER REGISTRATION APPLICATION

O Yes

Will you be 18 years of age on or before election day? ~ you are convicted, you can be imprisoned for not

O Yes O No more than two years, or fined not more than

i $5,000.00, o both.
Hyoucheck o’ 00000, N
You may use this form to:
* Register to vote for the first time in Oklahoma.
Suffx ..o )| OFFIcE USE LY * Change your address for voter registration within Oklahoma.
Vi

SN * Change your name.
* Change your political affiliation.

. LastName () FirstName (Prin) WiddieName _(Print)

3. BirthDato
Month  Day Year|

[4. OkiahomaDriver's
License Number (Requred)

5. LastFourNumbersof
Social Security Number
(Geauredino

S Ciy Stale  ZpCode|

2. Political Affiliation (See nstructons)
DemocraticParty ‘ O NoParty
a

O RepublicanParty Other Precint No.

If you register by mail, include a copy of your identification with this application. Make
AoivatoT DA a copy of one of these forms of identification:
zmcmr County of Residence « Acurrent driver’s license or other photo identification.

« A utility bill, bank statement, government check, paycheck, or government docu-

7. Wailing Address City State

5. Tave you been registered betore? (See mororion 75, Gath (Ses msvucions)
R ment that shows your name and address.
NO . S - — . N
FormeraTs Foer A °"W""’”“:,“" o If you do no_t mc_lude identification with this application, you will be asked for identifi-
[ Afiaton + Vam not now under | Judgment as cation the first time you vote.
Former Address
+ The normation  have given s e, and esido atth adress iven.
City ‘County ‘ State
Signature or Mark of Applicant

The voter registration application form asks for your name, address, political
affiliation, the county inwhichyouliveandyour birthdateand driver’ slicensenumber. You
must signand datetheapplicationform. Theinformationyou put onyour voter registration
application must betruthful.
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Whenyour voter registration applicationarrivesat the County ElectionBoardinthe
county whereyoulive, theinformationisentered into the computer. If your applicationis
complete, the County ElectionBoardwill mail avoter identificationcardtoyou. Thevoter
identificationcardisyour proof that you arearegistered voter. Thevoter identificationcard
will tell you where your polling placeislocated.

VOTER IDENTIFICATION CARD

County:
Voter's Name and Address:

Precinct Date Issued Political Affiliation

Polling Place Location

After youreceiveyour voter identification card, youmay gotoyour polling placeon
the next election day and cast your vote.

If youleaveanything off your voter registration application, youwill receivealetter
from the County Election Board that explainswhat iswrong with your application. The
letter also will tell you either that you can “fix” your application by providing more
information about yourself or that you need to send in anew application.

If youget aletter telling you that thereissomething wrongwithyour application, you
havenot yet becomearegisteredvoter. Youarenot eligibletovoteuntil youreceiveavoter
identification card inthe mail.

Your voter registration application must arrive at the el ection board at | east 24 days
beforean electionif youwant tovoteinthat election. If it arrivesat theelection board less
than 24 days before the el ection, you will not receive your voter identification card until
after that election day.
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Mock Voter Registration

TEACHER:

Youwill fill theroleof the County Election Board Secretary. Select one or more students

to serveasyour “staff” to approvethe voter registration applications and to issue and distribute
voter identification cards and rejection notices.

1

Dupl |Cate enough copies of the mock voter registration application form for all the
studentsin your class, plusafew extra. You may wish to distribute the formsto
everyoneor placethemin ahighly visiblelocation in the classroom.

Remember, no onein redl lifeisrequired to register to vote, so you should not
require your students to complete and return the form. You should tell them,
however, that if they do not register prior to the deadline, they cannot votein the
mock election |ater.

Establish adeadlinefor receivi ngthemock voter registrationapplications. Youwill
needto preparevoter identification cardsfor thestudents, soallow yourself enough
time. If youhaveplannedthemock el ectionon Tuesday, thedeadlinefor mock voter
registration applications should be at the end of the class period no later than one
week before your election date. [The deadlinefor real voter registration applica-
tionsis 24 days beforethe el ection— probably much too early for your purposes.]

Provide abox or other container inwhich the studentswill deposit their mock voter
registrationapplications.

Duplicate a sufficient number of the mock voter identification cards
and cut them apart.
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EXamine the mock voter registration
application forms received from the
student. A “valid application” must
includethefollowing: name, address,
birthdate, political affiliation,andsig-
nature. Fill out amock identification
card for each valid application.

If one or more of the items
listed aboveismissing from an appli-
cation, fill outamock rejectionnotice
|etter and givetheletter tothestudent.
Allow studentswho receiveregection
lettersto correct their applications.

Vote Oklahoma!
Mock Voter ldentification Card

Voter's Name and ‘Address

HOMELY, TDA BELL

101 E 1 ST

LAWRENCE, OK 77717

Precinct Political Date

Number Affiliation I'ssued
780231 REP 02/01/00

Polling Place Location
COHEN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

435 S. BERRYWAY

Digtributethe mock voter identification cardsand/or themock rejection|etterstothe
students no later than Friday before the election date.

Vote Oklahoma!

Mock Voter Registration Application F

First
Name

Last

Name Smith

John

Date of Birth 7-10

Address

Political Affiliation |

123 Oak

Douglas, OK 74747

OATH: I swear or affirm that I am a member of this cla
mation I have given on this form is true and corr

Signature or Mark of Applicant

Vote Oklahoma!
Mock Election Board
Dear Applicant:
We regret to inform you that your Vote Oklahoma! mock voter registra-
tion application was incomplete and cannot be processed at this time.

Please provide the information indicated below and return this letter to
the Vote Oklahoma! Mock Election Board before mock election day.

Q
4
a

Q
Q

Thank you. Remember, you are not registered and you cannot vote in
the mock election unless you receive your Vote Oklahoma! mock voter
identification card prior to election day.

Your name was incomplete. Please write your full name in the
space below.

Your birthdate was not included or was incomplete. Please write
the month, day and year of your birth in the space below.

Your address was not included or was incomplete. Please write
the address where you live in the space below.

Your political affiliation was not included. Please check the box
beside your party preference.

O Democrat a Republican a Independent (no party)

You did not sign your application. Please submit a new applica-
tion and be sure to sign and date it.

Sincerely,

Ve

Vote Oklahoma! Mock Election Board Secretary
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Uthevalid applicationformsto create your mock Precinct Registry. Alphabetize

the names and write or type them on the mock Precinct Registry form.

Election Date November2, 2004

Vote Oklahoma! mock Precinct Registry

Name Political Affiliation Signature
Adams, Mary Democrat
Avery, Susan Democrat
Bell, David Independent
Benson, George Republican
Carmichael, Larry Republican
Cooper, Kate Republican
Granger, Mike Democrat
Griffith, Donald Democrat
Lewis, Jane Independent
Miller, Carolyn Democrat
Martin, Holly Independent
Nesmith, Kerry Independent
Propps, Steven Republican
Roberts, Janine Republican
Taylor, Alan Independent
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At the Polling Place on Election Day

"

g e

=

o

—

Three Precinct Officials work at each polling
place on election day — the Judge, the Clerk, and the
Inspector. The three Precinct Officials usualy sit
together at along table.

The Judge is the first Precinct Official that a
voter talkstowhilevoting. TheJudgeasksthevoter’s
name and then findsthe voter inthe Precinct Registry.
The Precinct Registry is alist of the names and ad-
dresses of all the registered voters in the precinct.
When the Judgefindsthevoter’sname, the Judge asks
the voter to sign the Precinct Registry.

After the voter signs the Precinct Registry, the
Clerk gives the voter a ballot and a pen. Next, the
Inspector, who usually stands or sits near the voting
device, directsthe voter to an empty voting booth.

The voter marks the ballot in the voting booth
and then puts the marked ballot in the voting device.
When the voting device takes the ballot, it counts it
immediately. The voter must leave the polling place
after the voting device takes the ballot. People who
havealready voted may not remaininthepolling place.
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Preparing for a Mock Election

Officesand Candidates for the Mock Election Ballot

Thefirst steptotakewhen preparing for amock el ectionistodecidewhat will appear
on the mock election ballot.

If the mock election is planned in the fall of an even-numbered year, which isthe
period of regular state elections, an obvious choiceisto use the highest office on the state
general election ballot — President of the United States or Governor of Oklahoma. If the
mock election is planned for another time, or if you prefer to keep partisan political
discussion out of the classroom, there are other options.

You may choose to create a“famous name” ballot, using names of entertainers or
athletesascandidatesfor imaginary offices. For example, candidatesfor “ Funniest Movie
Star” mightincludeAdam Sandler, Ben Stiller, and ChrisRock. Anadditional consideration
when using afamous name ballot isto removethe political parties namesfrom the mock
election ballot form and to replacethemwith party namescreated just for thefamousname
ballot.

The mock election also may be used to elect class officers and/or student council
representatives.

Supplies and Materials

TheTeacher fillstheroleof the County Election Board Secretary. Selecttwoor more
studentsto serve asthe “ County Election Board staff” to prepare the following materials
before the el ection.

The following materials are needed to conduct amock election.

Precinct Registry

Thisisalist of studentsintheclass. If you conducted mock voter registration, use
the Precinct Registry compiled from the mock registration forms. If you did not conduct
mock voter registration, alist of all the students enrolled in the class may be used.

Ballot Box

Useany cardboard box with alid. Cut aslot inthetop or inthe side of the box to put
the ballotsthrough.

Ballots

Type the name of the office at the top of each column on acopy of the mock ballot
form. Typethenameof each candidatefor theofficebesidethearrow intheappropriateparty
column. If additional officesareincludedinthe mock election, draw asolid lineacrossall
three ballot columns, then type the name of the next office below the solid line. Add the
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namesof thecandidatesbesidethearrowsintheappropriateparty column. White-out any
unused arrowsonthemock ballot form. Duplicateat | east oneball ot for each student, plus
afew extra

Tally Sheets

Typethe name of the office and the names of all the candidatesfor the officeona
copy of themock Tally Sheetform. If additional officesareincludedinthemock el ection,
you may list morethan oneoffice on atally sheet or you may useaseparatetally sheet for
each office. Duplicate at |east four copies of each prepared Tally Sheet to includein the
mock election supplies. Keep the prepared master sheet in asafe placein case additional
copies are needed.

Certificate of Vote

Typethe name of the office and the names of all the candidatesfor the officeinthe
spacesprovided inthe center of the page. Prepare aseparate Certificate of Voteformfor
each office on the mock election ballot. Useacopy of themock Certificate of Voteform,
Duplicate at | east two copies of each prepared Certificate of Voteto includein the mock
electionsupplies.

VOTE HERE ggn

Make a“Vote Here’ sign or ask students to make asign.
Voting Booth

Designate adesk or table in the voting area where students may have privacy to
mark their ballots.

Precinct Officials and Counters

TheTeacher continuesintheroleof County Election Board Secretary to selectthree
studentsto serveasPrecinct Official sandfour other studentsto serveasCounters. Review
with these students the duties of Precinct Officials and Counters described in “At the
Polling Place on Election Day” and in “Conducting the Mock Election.” Allow the
students serving as Precinct Officials time to examine their election materials and to
become comfortable with their roles. Also, allow the students serving as Counters the
chance to practice counting ballots.
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Conducting the Mock Election

Ondection day give polling place suppliesto the Inspector. Polling place supplies
includethefollowing: ballots, ballot box, Precinct Registry, tally sheets, pencils,
Certificates of Vote, and the Vote Here sign.

Precinct Officials work together to arrange the polling place suppliesin the voting
area. Thefollowing diagram shows one way to set up the voting area.

Voter, <
INSPECTOR CLERK 512 |5
+— Q +—
o * o
>|5|>
Voting Ballots o D> L - @ -
Booth S B EERE
Ballot o S |=12 (>
Box o o i 3|l <|®
R EN RS
> |2 1>
<< Voter, Voter, Voter,

ThePrecinct OfficialSand Counterseach must s gnthePrecinct Registry and cast their
own ballots before they begin processing the other voters.

Votersmay approach the voting area. Each voter tellshisor her nameto the Judge.
The Judge locates the voter’s name on the Precinct Registry and asksthe voter to
signthePrecinct Registry. Voterswhose namesareonthe Precinct Registry arenot
required to show their voter identification card before voting.

Ifa er S0N'Snameis not listed on the Precinct Registry, the Judge asksfor the voter
identificationcard. Thepersonmay voteafter showingthevoteridentificationcard
to the Judge. The person may not vote without avoter identification card.

Avoter whomakeSamistakemarki ngtheballot may receiveanew one. Thelnspector
must tear up the spoiled ballot in the voter’s presence.

After all the Sudents have had the chance to vote, the Counters may open the ballot
box and remove the ballots. The four Counters sit together at the table. Two
Counters unfold each ballot and look at it together. These two Counters are the
“callers.” The other two Counters each take one of the tally sheets and a pencil.
They arecalled “talyers.”
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One of the CALLER #1 CALLER #2
callersreadsthevotes

marked on a ballot
aloud [“One vote for
Mickey Mouse, one ,
vote for  Donald Counter’s Table
Duck,”etc.] Thetwo
tallyersmark eachvote
ontheir tally sheets.

TALLYER #1 TALLYER #2
After the

tallyers record each

votefromaballot, the
other caller stacksthe orriciaL Vofe Oklahoma! mOCK ELECTION BALLOT
counted ballot to one November 2, ;2004

side where it cannot
be confused with the RED WHITE BLUE GREEN
uncounted ballots. Party Party Party Party
The counted ballots

may be placed back | |For President  |For President | For President | For President
inside the ballot box.

MICKEY MOUSE 4= = [ DAFFY DUCK <= m=m| ROGER RABBIT4= =m | PORKY PIG = 4= w=m

OFFICIAL TALLY SHEET

of the Uofe Oklahoma! mock election held on November 2, ,20_04
- 1[.'!5 5205 5305 5405 5505 TOTAL
RED PARTY: Mickey Mouse | M | M | Il 12
WHITE PARTY: Daffy Duck | M | Wl [ M | | 16
BLUE PARTY: Roger Rabbit | M | Il 7
GREEN PARTY: Porky Pig | M | Il 9




Whenall thehallotShave been counted, thetal lyersadd up thevotesrecorded for each
candidate. Thetotalson both tally sheets should match. The Countersdeliver the
tally sheetstotheClerk. TheClerk recordsthevotesontheappropriate Certificates
of Vote. All three Precinct Officials and all four Counters sign each copy of the
Certificate of Vote. One copy of the Certificate of Voteis posted at the front of the
classroom. A second copy should beplacedinsidetheballot box with all theballots.

Vote Oklahoma!

Mock Election Certificate of Vote

We are the Precinct Officials and Counters for the Uofe Oklahhoma!
mock election held November 2, ,20 04 | we certify
that the following votes were cast for the candidates listed below for
the office indicated.

OFFICE: President

Candidate’s Name Votes Counted
Mickey Mouse 12
Daffy Duck 16
Roger Rabbit 7
Porky Pig 9

Judge Counter
WMW Counter ; :j

Inspector

Counter

|f the tally sneets do not match, the ballots must be counted again. If a recount is
needed, the Counterswho acted ascallersin thefirst count should act astallyersin
the second. Use clean tally sheets for the second count.
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